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Cast

NOAH CADER, JR. Late 20s/early 30s. Baritone.

Recent inheritor of his grandfather’s apple orchard.

PHEOBE CADER. Late 20s/early 30s. Soprano.

Noah’s wife. They have not been married long.

MELISSA MEVROS. 50s or older. Mezzo.

Has lived next door to the orchard since before Noah was born.

THE VOICES OF THE LAND. Three women.

These wise beings have been around since before the Noah and Melissa were born, and they will be around
afterwards. They are narrators, collaborators, judges, recipients of care, setters-of-scene. They often sing to-
gether, creating musical textures that instantly bring us into a parallel reality, but they also have individual
moments — wise, funny, stern, tender. Their spare text is designed for repeating and overlapping in varied
textures.
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Scene

1: Arrival

Winter. Phoebe and Noah are on the large front porch of the old Cader home. We can see traces of the house’s former grandeur, but it
has obviously been neglected for some time. On the other side of the stage, we see a suggestion of a smaller, simpler home’s front porch.
It is tidy and well-loved, alive with an assortment of flowerpots and windchimes. Downstage of this house are suggestions of two trees,
each with a distinctive shape. Upstage, sweeping behind the Cader home, is the suggestion of a large, orderly old apple orchard.
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First Tree Interlude
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Scene 3: To Work!

Noah and Phoebe are coming to realize the magnitude of the project they have taken on.
The Voices are excited to see the change of season — of everything.
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Fade to black.

g g vﬂ
p N A p_\ \" — e — ~e ~C
1
LIS
| | | . T X
~e 'u_l_lb\\ '_
<N
L] L] L =,
TR & D & O & «lm Ny <
e = =
o0 | ) L L oo
il e = 9 £ Y= N N
4N i EI.N j=] )
g M g 2l TR e T
SN I BN S Y 3 12 A
1] S NN [T
TN mo [ [ 1 Q Q)
N £ L
> H
!“W\\ - Hﬂwhuw\ N
1 1 i
LYEL YRN W
XX |
S
o
— ]
M\\\ _@L e ~t
N RN N B NP
| — L | N—
5 = = = S
= > > > o

€ D] ¢ D -
]
. . . .
Aumn 7 hi A _va
ol S I S M % NPAEEEY rwﬂ
2
g '
QL 7 TN 7 T TTe T TR
O o
| "Bl B N \" = \\h‘v = ~e ~e
-
S \\iw
O 7 ] M 7 T TTeT® L)
O e\
[
W N - W\ M W%i 3 KB KB
P i~ P TN HEL )
o v =
T > I > I el A
T & T \ & e S0 elllel]] 'y
kL= = <N
a1 A -2
A 50 50 v 60 ey
o | & | o
I8 E I g= ﬁ | Y
A | | ! ] ! 171 v ! ~e ~e
] ole
ST S N NP B

V.1

V.11

V. 111



106 WANG LU | THE BEEKEEPER

Scene 8
Phoebe and Noah come outside to greet the new day, continuing a conversation.
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Scene 9: Some Reading for You
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Phoebe begins leafing through the book.
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Fourth Tree Interlude

Melissa, Noah and Phoebe withdraw to their houses as winter settles in.
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Scene 10

The first hint of spring. A new day is barely beginning to dawn, with a faint light that gradually brightens over the course of the scene.
Two hives, along with other beekeeping equipment, are stacked neatly on Melissa’s porch. Phoebe, now heavily pregnant, points over to
Noah and Gabe’s trees.
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We hear the thin sound of a single bee, which Noah and
P phoche follow with their eyes, delighted,
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The sound of the bees rises up and grows louder. Phoebe and Noah look toward the opening in the houses siding that the

bees use for an entrance, then follow a swarm with their eyes, watching it travel out of their house and over to the
waiting hive on Melissa’s porch.
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Noah runs toward Melissa’s house, with Phoebe following more slowl.
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The facade of Melissa’s house flies out and we see her lifeless body in a chair. The lighting intensifies
1073 to a brilliant pink and gold; the three humans now appear in silhouette. The Voices come downstage.

A ~
\J
V4 - | - -
G 'J !
D) 4 bo
Orch 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
5\.
S a— -
|
(8) v o @ @ @9 0 v @ @ @ @9 0 TTTTTTTTT'TJV



131

Epilogue
J=79
1076 mf
A o [>] } [Y ) [> 1Y 6 I OIDD‘ D | [>]
Thevoiees 1 [[bFra——p kgt ¥ 22 ;]
) ‘ ‘ \
Seeds flesh reach keep dreams cling
mf
o [>] | [Y ) } [>] } 6D | [>] (Y ) | [>]
The Voices II :@ al Zj P g = zg]f g = z i’,‘d‘ &
) ‘ \
Seeds flesh reach keep dreams cling
mf
l’l’ [>] [Y ) | [>] | [Y ) } [>] (Y ) [>]
Thevoiees 1 | oG === I ——F——%
e =R
Seeds flesh reach keep
J=79
7 > ) - [)) - ) W - ) M) oﬁ O [>)
G % % % % % %
Q) [
Orchestra mf
5\: [>] [ ) -’ : Z [ ) I : 2 [ ) ; ‘l 2

1082
) rp p\ |
V I lJ & i 5 [) ) - i a}. [ ) 1 [> WY 5 6)——}() ZU}()' [ )
(] Z | g | I I
Q) I I
rest Seeds flesh reach keep dreams
A PP P ‘
lJ € [) ) - [5] I [ ) I [>] I [ N [>] [) )
v | ee——t % . e
dJ < ! \
rest Seeds flesh reach keep dreams
»p
Y - [Y ) - [>] - () I [>] I [) } [>] |
v | % 7 ;i i. L B, Be k. R
2y C)
flesh reach keep dreams
J - [Y ) - [>] - [) - €D || - () |ﬁ [>] ﬁ [Y )
ey % % % % % 7 % %
Orch.

¥ C

o

Y
NGO
IS
B
NI
R

I
MRS

i
O
MRS




WANG LU | THE BEEKEEPER

132

S |
£
& = S
4 8
hA‘ |
i i
\.‘ |
E
1) || ¢
™ w2 e |
| JI L% Sm
™ .2
1 Y 1 H
T
£ @
SN i/ Soml |
|1 N ) n | N
= =
v v
] ]
“v b Y NN “v QN Clmit
~t ~t ~t
tHh !
1%
atau 9Can OC~ B AC
~t
S & & &
A S Ml 5 5 % 1
o @
[
mnu@u < @u u@u
\ f ———
— - = 5
> > = S

> T
silall £ g
NI M T J. N
N ™ O [ in G gm
mI.N ] EI.N
™ N
e = ML)
3]
~t N N RN |
N
. o0 .
| HER m ~¢ HH
o 1
~ T
W @\\\ m m\\\ MO .\\\ ot
NS R “warh
[ YHN e
] A H
-~ T
f . L | |e g
S| = W. \ S ol |l
N N
HEL ) \MA‘
] N
i
™~ \\m. mw
X
N N NP N
if S——
= > = S




133

EPILOGUE | PIANO/VOCAL SCORE

1098

]

' () PP

('Y
gy iis | N (Y,
N Y Ao
), 11 =Y [ Yar :
__Unn_ _ R
o
oY T 8 ¢ "l
‘ (1Y
T | Tm
5
av.mna ov
] | § f _ﬁ.
) 1
s = 1
s v oo NG
L) W B
n._mJ N @) N ('Y
o= 3]
[
hA\ \hA\
| i
P!
S| E A
N | = & TN R N Al
b RN
Al TT® A H
|
o™~
Al e
( N 4
uJﬁva hun@d d nmwd Aunm% %
l\ |
— = = -
= > > S

™~ N
ol
5
o o
ml ol o el ' o el
b ™ N
~t .’\\ ~t N |
A
MA\ W\\\r m MA\ N |
&
™~ YT
% | R4 4 ol "
WA
..%
/g
e < A T el
— ]
N 3 N AL o8
| N =, | N
o
LY o
b o e " |
[
~e N |
] ]
1% & ~ e
(o]
[=} .
S 2 Ne v A
If S——
. ! — o
> > > ®




WANG LU | THE BEEKEEPER

134

1106

A.v
o0 —Xx] on
(=] [=)
] e B
|| |87
i
[
d 4
.P_ 7 ~¢
Q
«—
QTN =
1N —
™ m
N A S No
. . S . -
2~ '\\ &R '\\ g
( X g1 o0
2
M~ = ™~ mb
=)
| | ' | |
- 1
il e i
N o}
||| any g
on o0
. =) . =)
q 2 W_ N 2
| | R-aas
\\k < 11 <
\q R] \\q .2
A N
™~
7 & — 1] —

’

€

=

)
4

o)
i/
g"g ]
y A -

V.1

V.11

V. 1II

r\ L7 Sm
[ L7 Ym N
| =X
<N N =
| 1]
8
S

o)
)
1l s
u | -
il s
.P\ﬁ mﬂu ~ hA\ -.P\ gw
. )
Q 80
RS A s T um‘} (N
N
4 s W »
] P! mo ™ T
1/
N Em
Win
L) 7 | | ~t 0| |
7 A
s e
TTef 2 1| S Al H
i | | 3] N T
.PN .4
NP Q| W |
/[ X0
f. Pc
N N n_mJ ol 3
X ] "
N N | ol
YT
1 & Ml ea W2 _ 1
on
| g N T
R
i
| B
' ] ~t | |
_ |« |
NI R o INER NG
if S——
— = = 5
> > > o




135

EPILOGUE | PIANO/VOCAL SCORE

mf——p

1115

j22]
nRHF lm M iHU'
- 3
e <
\ .nw.,. =
S Il 7 MA‘ i’\\
- A 3 !
S |
T = FH W FY A
lm = v m..
e < _ FY
=
“walll o
o |
el S i e S ol
g O
e
j. 8 3 N N [
== ‘ =,
o
(]
il A |
[ Y @) ol O e [ il e | |
W
3N | N ;HVI
o
e °°
. m
I~ e = W uﬁur R ST Y
N N QAT
T 15
™~ ] oow
= S
el < || T | wc T8 e
A Am | Y e N T
Q _ = m
~ = = oY | s
| W/ A
; S
L > 3
XhE @) 3 >~
[}
fALn_n %..
™~ m o O ~t N
NI NY N o
If N
Z = = 5
> > > S

g
N & el £ e |
-0 — —
' q ® ' N
n mﬂ./
k) /
M
S11 WGTR Y e U o |
. 3N
aly .
(11R ~t m. Y o ~t H
. ™ ™ TN
X =
m, ! T \\F} ~t QL e
ﬂ ™~ L% Sm
Q]
A._
(YE
] i
ML)
- _m l\\. 5 P!
o
g
I~ Te < wel |l
3
2
i g e
oy
T o H
~ e
' ~ \hA\ N
™ ™
8 i
n
M A\ O y ; |
=" .
N R ) N £
\ f ———
> > > o



WANG LU | THE BEEKEEPER

136

(3] <
3] 3]
g g
b= b=
] ] ] ]
I T
Ry =xwL = R
< \ !
i
0 — X || —
N r o HRl © e |
acl
e e 2
A i 7
A n.mJ ﬁri 3 .AH#
=
M ! e 2
S & e 2
L1
Y
q
- h
M (' S ~
P!
N NG N N
\ a
> oS W

{ 25

N
y

3

= =




EPILOGUE_| PIANO/VOCAL SCORE 137
Coda
All church bells ring.
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