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Cast

NOAH CADER, JR. Late 20s/early 30s. Baritone.  
Recent inheritor of his grandfather’s apple orchard. 

PHEOBE CADER. Late 20s/early 30s. Soprano.
Noah’s wife. They have not been married long. 

MELISSA MEVROS. 50s or older. Mezzo.
Has lived next door to the orchard since before Noah was born.

THE VOICES OF THE LAND. Three women.
These wise beings have been around since before the Noah and Melissa were born, and they will be around  
afterwards. They are narrators, collaborators, judges, recipients of care, setters-of-scene. They often sing to-
gether, creating musical textures that instantly bring us into a parallel reality, but they also have individual  
moments – wise, funny, stern, tender. Their spare text is designed for repeating and overlapping in varied  
textures. 
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Prologue

The	Beekeeper
Music	by

WANG	LU

(2022)

Commissioned	by	the	Chicago	Opera	 eater

An	Opera	in	One	ActLibretto	by

KELLEY	ROURKE
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Winter.	Phoebe	and	Noah	are	on	the	large	front	porch	of	the	old	Cader	home.	We	can	see	traces	of	the	house’s	former	grandeur,	but	it
has	obviously	been	neglected	for	some	time.	On	the	other	side	of	the	stage,	we	see	a	suggestion	of	a	smaller,	simpler	home’s	front	porch.
It	is	tidy	and	well-loved,	alive	with	an	assortment	of	�owerpots	and	windchimes.	Downstage	of	this	house	are	suggestions	of	two	trees,
each	with	a	distinctive	shape.	Upstage,	sweeping	behind	the	Cader	home,	is	the	suggestion	of	a	large,	orderly	old	apple	orchard.	

Scene	1 :	Arrival
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Noah	and	Phoebe	press	their	ears	to	the	siding,	listening,	unsettled.	After	a	moment,	an	older	woman
approaches	the	house.	 She	is	carrying	a	dish	of	homemade	cookies,	which	she	hands	to	Phoebe.

that wall.

attacca101

attacca

&
∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

&

ÿ◊

?
&

.”“
?

&
∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

&

í ™™°¢ î™™ü†
ÿ◊

∑

?
∑ ∑

scratch	strings
inside	piano

‘“

∑

?
∑ ∑

&

bn

ÿ◊
í ™™°¢ î™™ü†

ÿ◊
improvise	pitches
rush	down	with	force

?
∑ ∑ ∑

œ
Œ Œ

œ

Œ Œ

œ œ œ œ#
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œb œb œb

œb
Œ

œ œn œn œ#
œ œ œ œ

œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ

Œ Œ
˙
˙
˙#

#

Œ ‰

œ œ œ

Œ œ

œ œ
œ# œ# œ œ

œ

œ œ
œ œ

œ œ

Œ Œ
˙

˙n∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏

œ œ#
œ œ Œ Œ ‰ œ

J

œ œ# Œ

Ó

œ

‰ œ

j
œ œ

œ
œ œ œ

Œ Œ

œ# œ œn

˙˙

Œ

¿¿#

Œ Œ

Œ ‰
œ#

J

œ œ
Œ Œ

œb Ó Œ Œ
œ œ

œ
œ œ œ ˙

œ œn œb œb œ œ œ œb œb
œb

WANG	LU	| 	THE	BEEKEEPER8



°

¢

°

¢

{
°

¢

{

Phoebe

Melissa

Noah

e	Voices	I

e	Voices	II

e	Voices	III

Orchestra

q	=	86
105

He llo!- He llooo!- I'm

to	Phoebe

Me lis- sa,- Me lis- sa- Mev ros-

q	=	86

° °
° ø ø

Pho.

Mel.

Orch.

Oh he llo- My name is

Freely a	tempo
108

Phoe

chattery,	busybody

be,- we've been wait ting-

Freely a	tempo

ø

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

&
∑ ∑ ∑

Scene	2

&

MELISSA
3 3 3

?
∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&
∑ ∑ ∑

&

.
.

. .

>

?
∑ ∑

&

PHOEBE

&
∑ ∑

3 3

&
∑

?
∑

‰ ™
œ

r
œ

‰ ™
œ

r œ
œ# œ

Œ
œ ™

œ
œ
œ#
‰ ‰ ™

œ#

r
œ# œ#

‰ œ#
œ ‰ Œ

œn

œ
œ

œ
œ
n Œ

œ
œ œ

œ Œ Œ

œ
œ
œ

b

Ó

œ
œ#

n

œ

œb
Œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

#

n
#

Ó Œ

œ
œ

œ#

#
#∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏∏
∏

œb œb œ
‰

œ

j œb œ
Œ


œb
j œb

J
œb œ

J

œ

J

‰ Œ Ó

œ
œ œ œ

œ œ œ
œ#

j

Œ
˙ ™

w

ww

w
w

w
w

w

PROLOGUE	| 	PIANO/VOCAL	SCORESCENE	1 	| 	PIANO/VOCAL	SCORE 9



°
¢

{
°
¢

{
°
¢

{
°
¢

{

Mel.

Orch.

for you. and No ah!- I have n’t- seen you since you were a lit tle- boy I hope you still like

111

ø ø

Mel.

Orch.

oat meal- coo kies.- Well, as you can i ma- gine- the vi llage- is bu zzing.-

115

p �

ø ø ø

Mel.

Orch.

No ah- ju nior- co ming- home a fter- all these years.

118

�

Mel.

Orch.

I al ways- knew you weren't meant for the ci ty.- Al ways- knew

121

� �

ø ø

&

3
U

3 33 3 3

&

U

?
U

&

33
3

3

&
∑

?
#	=	b

&

3

&
∑ ∑

?

&

33

&

b

.
3

?

œ œ#
‰
œ#

j

œ
œ#

‰ Œ

œn
œ œn œ

œ

Œ ‰

œ

j œb
œb œ

j ‰
œ œ œ œ

‰ ‰
œb

j œb œb
œ

j
œ
Œ

˙

˙˙ ™™
™

œ
œ
b
b

w
w

w
w

w

w

˙

˙ ™
™

œœb ww ww
w

w

œn œ
œb

œ

j
‰ Ó 

œ

j
œ

‰

œ

j
œ

œ œ
œ œ

‰ ‰
œ

j
œ œ œ

œb
œb Œ

w

w

Ó Œ
œ œ œ œ œ

‰ Œ ‰
œ

J

˙

˙
˙
˙
#
#

w
w

˙
˙ ™™

œ
œ

œb

b
n

œ ™
œ

j
œ# œn œ ‰ œb œ œ œb Œ œ œ œ ™ œ

j
˙

œ

J
‰ Œ Ó

w
w

w
Ó

˙n
˙ Ó

‰

œb

j œ
œ

j œ
‰

œ

j œ œ œ œ œ œ
‰ Œ

œ# ™
œ#

j

˙#

w
w
œ

œ

œ ≈ Œ Ó

w
w

œ
j
œn Œ Ó

˙
˙
˙

#

#
#

œ ™ œ#

J

w w
w

WANG	LU	| 	THE	BEEKEEPER10



°
¢

{
°
¢

{
°

¢

{

Mel.

Orch.

the or chard- would call you back.

 e	sound	of	the	bees	rises	up	again.	124
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Mel.

Orch.

"at's right," I told the bees, "just

playfullly
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Noah

Orch.

�	alarmed

e BEES?

q	=	96
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wait."
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�	realizing	what	they’ ve	been	hearing.	

bees!
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Noah

Orch.

. . .that
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day
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I re mem- ber. . .- Did n’t- they �y a way.. .-
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yes.
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e bees were your live li- hood,- weren't they?
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Orch.

In the end less- ev 'nings,- af ter- my hus band- passed a way.- A li ttle- su pple- ment- to my
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a	new	feeling,	a	sense	of	mystery	and	rightness	
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for this day An
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y- way,- don't be stran gers.- No ah- knows where

Più	mosso
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playful

else have you kept from me?

163

�

ø

Noah

Orch.

It's

p

so strange in my mind, Ms. Mev ros- was al ways- the

q	=	66166

�

q	=	66

�

ø ø

&
∑

3
3 3

&
∑ ∑

?
∑

&
∑

PHOEBE 3
3

&
∑ ∑

&

?
∑ ∑

&

3 3

&

.

3

?
∑

?

NOAH 3 3

&
∑

>

∑

?

œ ™
œ#

j
œ# œ œ

œ œ
œ
Œ

œ œ œ

j

œb

Œ
œ œ œ œ œ

Ó æææ
˙ æææ

w

w#
w#

w#
w# w

w
w

b

b
n∏∏∏∏

∏

Ó ˙ ‰
œ#

j œ
œ œ ‰

œ#
œ# œ

J
‰

‰
œb

j
œ ˙

æææ
wb

˙˙
˙
˙
˙

# ™™
™™™

Œ Ó Œ

œ# œ#

˙
˙
˙ ™™
™

∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏

Œ

œ# œ#
œ

J
œ Ó œ œ

œ

˙b
œ# ™

œ ˙ Œ

˙# ˙# œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

n

b

w

w
w
w

Ó

œ

œn
œ

œb

‰ Œ

Ó Œ

œ

œ

∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏

∏∏∏∏
∏∏∏∏

∏

w

w

Ó ‰ œ

J

œ# œ
œ# œ œ

J

‰ œ œ

˙n

‰

œ

J

œ

J
œ

‰

œb

J

œ

J
œ
Œ ‰

œ

J

Ó Ó Ó ‰

œ

œ

b

n

J
Œ

œ#

œ#
œ#
œ#
˙

˙

œ
œ#

#
œ œ œ œn

œ
œ
n

œ œ œ œ œ œ

WANG	LU	| 	THE	BEEKEEPER14



°
¢

{
°

¢

{

°
¢

{

Noah

Orch.

bee

�

kee- per- next door, no

�

thing- less,
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Strange
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what
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of the child.
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Pho.

V.	I

V.	II

V.	III

Orch.

You will have to learn this place all o ver- a gain.-
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no thing- more no thing- less no thing- more.
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Noah

V.	I

V.	II

V.	III

Orch.

What?
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Did

�

you hear that?
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V.	I

V.	II
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Orch.

No

p

thing,- ne ver- mind.-
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V.	I

V.	II

V.	III

Orch.

I love you.

attacca
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Phoebe

Noah

e	Voices	I

e	Voices	II

e	Voices	III

Orchestra

Phoebe	 and	 Noah	 go	 inside	 as	 the	 Voices	 rise	 up.	 As	 the	 Voices
remember,	time	passes,	moving	us	out	of	winter	and	toward	early	spring.q	=	72
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too too too too too too
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V.	I

V.	II

V.	III

Orch.

two

�

small boys two small boys

Whimsical	qq	=	88193

Two
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small boys sow ap ple- seeds two
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small boys
p

Two small boys sow ap ple- seeds
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two small seeds two small boys
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two seeds
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leak in the roof.

q	=	110

211

[A]

f

Spring!!!

[A]

f

Spring!!!

[A]

f

Spring!!!

f �

q	=	110

Noah

V.	I

V.	II

Orch.

e

�

trees need prun ing.-

213

Snow melt

Snow melt

f

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4
4

&

PHOEBE

∑

3

Scene	3:	To	Work!
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&
∑ ∑

?
∑ ∑

&
∑

&
∑

&
∑

&

.

”“

?

.

&

?

?
∑

NOAH

3

&

- -
∑

&

-
-

∑

&

5

”“

?
&

5

‰
œ

j
œ ‰

œ œ

œb

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

œ
œ

œ#

œ
œœ
œ œ

œn œ œ
œ

Œ

œ
œb
œb
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

≈

œ
œ Œ

œ
œ
b

Œ

˙
˙
˙
n ™™™ Œ

‰

œb

J

œ œb œb
œb œ

J

Œ
œ#

œ#
Œ

Œ
œ#

œ Œ

Œ
œ
œ
#
#

J
‰

œ
œn

J

‰ Œ Œ

œb

œ

‰
œb œb

œb œb œb

Œ

œ

Œ Ó

œb

Œ ‰
œ œn œ œ œ

Œ

PROLOGUE	| 	PIANO/VOCAL	SCORESCENE	1 	| 	PIANO/VOCAL	SCORESCENE	2	| 	PIANO/VOCAL	SCOREFIRST	TREE	INTERLUDE	| 	PIANO/VOCAL	SCORE 23



°

¢

°

¢

{

°

¢

°

¢

{

Pho.

Noah

V.	I

V.	II

V.	III

Orch.

Tools need oi ling.-
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Tempo	Rubato
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my love its o-
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V.	I

V.	II

V.	III

Orch.

next time

Hand	in	hand,	Phoebe	and	Noah	step	off	the	porch,
looking	toward	the	orchard,	as	the	trees	whisper.	

the ap ple- trees bloom.
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Orch.

Limb to leaf leaf limb Mmm...
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Mel.
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and we've had so much rain

Melissa	arrives,	assorted	pruning	implements	in	hand	
q	=	96
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V.	III

Orch.

If you want to save your trees.

Storm	Music	q	=	66715

Blight

Blight Two two two two two two two two two two

Blight Two two two two two two two two two two

Storm	Music	q	=	66
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Orch.

 e	three	disappear	into	the	orchard	behind	the	house	and	go	to	work.
Phoebe	and	Noah	return	from	their	work,	physically	and	emotionally	exhausted.	Phoebe	goes
in,	leaving	Noah	outside.	A	storm	blows	up	and	transitions	to	Noah’ s	next	scene.	
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hand to hand to hand
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Noah	runs	toward	Melissa’ s	house,	with	Phoebe	following	more	slowly.
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