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‘Cast and Instrumentation

NOAH CADER, JR. Late 20s/early 30s. Baritone.

Recent inheritor of his grandfather’s apple orchard.

PHEOBE CADER. Late 20s/early 30s. Soprano.

Noah’s wife. They have not been married long,.

MELISSA MEVROS. 50s or older. Mezzo.

Has lived next door to the orchard since before Noah was born.

THE VOICES OF THE LAND. Three women.

These wise beings have been around since before the Noah and Melissa were born, and they will be
around afterwards. They are narrators, collaborators, judges, recipients of care, setters-of-scene. They
often sing together, creating musical textures that instantly bring us into a parallel reality, but they also
have individual moments — wise, funny, stern, tender. Their spare text is designed for repeating and
overlapping in varied textures.

Flute
(doubles Piccolo)
Clarinet in Bb

(doubles Bass Clarinet in Bb)

Horn in F

Percussion

Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Snare Drum, Tenor Drum, Bass Drum,
Tambourine, Low Gong, Tam-Tam, Suspended Cymbal, Sizzle Cymbal,
Wind Chimes, Triangle, Sleigh Bells, Maraca, Guiro, Vibraslap, Flexatone
Sizzle Cymbal Triangle

Low Gong Flexatone Vibraslap Guiro Maraca « s¢ x pasy
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Tameam Bass Drum Tenor Drum Snare Drum Tambourine  Suspended Cymbal Sleigh Bell Wind Chimes
Piano
Violin I
Violin 11
Cello
Duration: c. 50 minutes
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March 4%, 2022 — Studebaker Theatre, Chicago, IL
Michael Pecak, Conductor | Amy Hutchinson, Director | Kate Pitt, Dramaturg
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Scene 1: Arrival

Winter. Phoebe and Noah are on the large front porch of the old Cader home. We can see traces of the house’s former grandeur, but it
has obviously been neglected for some time. On the other side of the stage, we see a suggestion of a smaller, simpler home’s front porch.
It is tidy and well-loved, alive with an assortment of flowerpots and windchimes. Downstage of this house are suggestions of two trees,
each with a distinctive shape. Upstage, sweeping behind the Cader home, is the suggestion of a large, orderly old apple orchard.
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Scene 3: To Work!

Noah and Phoebe are coming to realize the magnitude of the project they have taken on.
The Voices are excited to see the change of season — of everything.
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Second Tree Interlude
The people retreat to their houses and the Voices begin to speak.
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Scene 4: The Inspector Says
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Melissa, Noah and Phoebe withdraw to their houses as winter settles in.

Fourth Tree Interlude
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FOURTH TREE INTERLUDE | FULL SCORE
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Scene 10

The first hint of spring. A new day is barely beginning to dawn, with a faint light that gradually brightens
over the course of the scene. Two hives, along with other beekeeping equipment, are stacked neatly on

Melissa’s porch. Phoebe, now heavily pregnant, points over to Noah and Gabe’s trees.
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SCENE 10 | FULL SCORE
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